
 

 

 

November 2019 

Al and Betty Lou Bennett 

112 Kingwood Circle 

Bull Shoals, AR 72619 (870) 421-5484 

al.bennett@mercyships.org 

bettylou.bennett@mercyships.org 

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING  

We are smarter than we were one year ago, more experienced and hearts tenderized.  

Mercy Ships endeavors to measure our ministry by life changing surgeries.  For over 40 years 

we have been inspired by smiling faces of those who had surgeries on one of our ships.  For 

the first time, we have realized the pain and suffering that is behind each smiling face… the 

long hours spent by the nurses and therapists.  How so. The end of May Al fell and totally 

ruptured his paetella tendon.  Walking has been extremely difficult and falling has been 

relatively easy.  By early August we found a Sports Injury Surgeon willing to use a cadaver 

tendon to replace his.  During the surgery the spacer in his artificial knee fell out in the 

surgeon’s hand which required an additional surgery on October 29th.  His leg has been 

traumatized, and he has suffered from major muscle cramps.  He has spent weeks and 

weeks in hospitals and having rehabilitation and that continues to today.  We have been 

praying the scripture in Acts 3:8 “he went walking and leaping and praising God!”  At 83, one 

wonders what God has for him that the enemy is 

fighting and putting so many obstacles in his recovery.  

The most wonderful news is that his surgeries have 

gone perfectly well, it is his recovery that has been 

massively slowed. 

Meanwhile, Mercy Ships is flourishing.  Ship number 

two, Global Mercy, is expected to be in service in 2020. 

Fun to see the comparison of our little ole Good Sam 

and our magnificent new ship.   
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BUT, everything we do is all about providing surgeries to those for whom this service is not 

available.  As a ministry we have learned ways to do this more effectively, and one way is to 

train local medical personnel.  We have dedicated large areas of the Global Mercy to provide 

such services.   

 

Sisters with “windswept legs!”  We don’t 

even need words to describe the 

difference this will make in their lives for 

years to come.   

Following is a blog that was written by 

David Ahn, a recent participant in the 

Onboarding program we help staff. 

“It’s time to leave a season of death, and 
enter into a season of life,” God said to 
me Christmas of 2018, a few days before I 
was about to start my new job at Mercy 
Ships.  After serving for 9 years full time 
with Youth With a Mission (YWAM), I had 
thought I would be spending the rest of 
my life as a Bible teacher and a worship 

leader.  In 2006, I separated from my wife for the first time and left missions behind, leaving 
what I thought was my calling. Finding my way into the private sector, I began a career at 
the local cable company. My wife and I reconciled in 2007, had 2 kids, but in 2017, our 
marriage ended in divorce.  My father-in-law, who had been like a dad to me, passed away 
in 2016; I had held on to dreams of working with him in missions again someday, but those 
died with him. 

Joining Mercy Ships, which was once part of YWAM, was like coming home for me.  The 
people, the culture, the values, and the way individuals are treated – it was day and night 
from the corporate environment I was coming out of, and incredibly refreshing.  On 
boarding, however, was about to permanently change my life.  We spent half a day in a 
silent retreat, and God simply asked me how I thought He viewed me.  I was brutally 
honest.  “I’m sure You see me as a disappointment and a failure.  I flamed out of missions 13 
years ago; haven’t done anything with teaching or music since then.  I don’t think You see 
me as worthy to serve in Your Kingdom any longer.  I failed at marriage.  I’m sure I let You 
down.” 

“I have never viewed you as a failure – not for a moment,” He replied.  Stunned and 
overwhelmed, it literally took me several days to process.  I couldn’t believe that I had 
carried this crushing sense of failure for so long.  I realized that I had been trying to earn my 



sense of value and approval through performance, and that day, I walked into freedom from 
decades stuck in a performance trap.  I decided that if what God said of me was true, that 
everything in my life was going to have to change, right then and there.  I decided that I was 
going to become the man I had always wanted to be.  Walking away from every addiction in 
my life, I quit playing computer games, quit drinking coffee, started waking up early in the 
morning to have quiet times and working out, started reading and playing my guitar again, 
and started listening to lots music – especially worship music.  I found that exercising is a 
great opportunity to pray for others, as God has stirred intercession as a new focus.   

Decades from now, I will look back and mark that silent retreat in On Boarding as the day 
God completely turned my life around and began restoring every part of my life that had 
ever been broken or lost. 

Mercy Ships has been nothing short of a resurrection for me.  My heart is on fire, and I look 
to the future filled with hope and joy for the first time in my life.  I cannot thank God enough 
for bringing me here.  This has been so much more than just a new career path.  This has 
been a whole new life, and the best is yet to come.” 

We thought you would be interested in the opportunities we have as we speak into the lives 
of those who have decided to work in the mission of Mercy Ships. 
 

We covet your prayers as we continue to pursue what the Lord has put before us working 

with all new staff and crew in Mercy Ships Onboarding program.  David Ahn’s blog is simply 

one example of how lives are changed and touched by Jesus. Indeed we feel honored and 

privileged to be able to continue to be a part of Mercy Ships.  

Love to all….Al and Blue 

 

These are some links to precious stories.   

https://www.mercyships.org/stories/a-bigger-world-aichas-story/ 

https://www.mercyships.org/stories/benessa/ 

Mercy Ships is a volunteer nonprofit ministry. We are non-salaried and supported by those who believe in 

us and what we feel called to do. Missions are a team project involving those who go and those who send. A 

sender is one who provides financial, emotional and spiritual support to those on the mission field. Being 

called to send is as much a ministry as those called to go. I Samuel 30:24 “for as is the share of him who goes 

into the battle so will his share be who stays by the baggage. They will share alike.” 

If the Lord leads you to share financially in the ministry He’s given us, you may make your checks payable to 

Mercy Ships and send them to Mercy Ships, PO Box 1930, Lindale, TX 75771-2020.  

Please attach a note “For support of #285 Al and Betty Lou Bennett.”   You will receive a US tax receipt in 

return. 
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